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ference, no suggestion of any restriction on the transfer of
power with regard to tariffs was made by the representa-
tives of British commerce. On the other hand, it was fully
accepted that India should have full freedom to regulate
her tariff policy. Sir Hubert Carr, on behalf of the British
commercial community, made this point quite clear in
his speech at the Conference on 16th January 1931:
'We accept all Indian aspirations with regard to tariffs; we
have nothing to say against them; but if within that tariff wall
we are working, we do demand exactly the same rights as
Indian-born subjects.5
When India is free to use tariffs as she likes, she will
naturally consider her own interests first, in the same sense
as is done by Canada and Australia, but there is no
reason to apprehend any hostility to British trading interests
or even to fear that the moment she secures full control
over fiscal policy she will raise an impossibly high tariff
wall against Great Britain.
Sir Purshottamdass Thakurdass, representing the Indian
commercial community, rightly laid great stress on this
point at the meeting of the Federal Structure Committee
on 19th November 1931:
'There are funny apprehensions in connexion with the
likelihood of India under a self-governing Government build-
ing up enormous tariff walls immediately against imports from
abroad, including perhaps imports from Great Britain. I have
been in the Central legislature for the last seven years, and
unless I have grossly misinterpreted the inclinations of members
from the rural and urban areas in the Central legislature, I am
convinced that the reformed legislature of the type we con-
template in a self-governing India will be very chary about
passing any legislation regarding import tariffs, and that they
will bring up with greater emphasis than has been done till
now the question of the interest of the consumer. I myself feel,

